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ADOPTION OF UPR REPORT ON ISRAEL

We regret that Israel's responses to the recommendations of the Working Group were not available before the start of the Session.  We at CPTI were particularly interested in the response to the recommendation contained in Para.100 (22) of the Report of the Working Group (A/HRC/10/76), that it “cease imprisoning conscientious objectors and consider granting the right to conscientious objectors instead to serve with a civilian body instead of with the military”.  We would draw the attention of the Council to the comments on the situation of conscientious objectors in Israel contained in our written statement under Item 3 (A/HRC/10/NGO/68).  I apologise to the interpreters that it has been necessary to change the text of this oral statement, as the version provided in advance had to anticipate Israel's response, and did so incorrectly.

I can now say that Conscience and Peace Tax International welcomes the indication just given by Ambassador Leshno-Yaar that Israel is planning to introduce an alternative civilian service for conscientious objectors to military service.

We would encourage Israel in this respect to bring in legislation consistent with the established international standards, as set out in Commission on Human Rights Resolution 1998/77, and elaborated in the jurisprudence of the Human Rights Committee.  In Particular, we would commend to Israel that the arrangements should be fully under civilian control and compatible with the nature of the objections, that the alternative service should not be punitive by comparison with military service, and, ideally, that that declarations of conscientious objection should be accepted without enquiry.

We will follow with interest the progress towards bringing forward the relevant legislation.
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